
B is for Bear
Assignment 9

• Complete Lesson 9 in your B is for Bear 
textbook, volume 1. Teach this week’s 
letter combinations:

• The oo letter combination makes the 
long u sound as in root.

• The le letter combination appears at 
the end of words and makes the l 
sound.

• In the mb letter combination, the b is 
silent.

• In the kn letter combination, the k is 
silent.

• Complete Lesson 9 of your handwriting 
book.

• Memorize part 4 of John Keats’ “To 
Autumn.”

• Students should write out Dictation 9, 
below.



• After reading the story about Hercules, the following are questions will allow your child to 
apply the story to his or her own life.

1. If you were Hercules, what road would you take—the easy road or the hard road? Explain 
why.
Answers may vary; however, it is good for you to point out specifically the consequences of 
the decision.  It is good to make sure that the examples are immediately applicable to your 
child’s life. You may mention that taking the easy road in moral decisions especially can lead 
to disaster. A young person may decide to lie, for instance, because telling the truth may get 
him into trouble. They want to avoid the unpleasant consequences of telling the truth. 
However, lying can ruin relationships, harm people, and lead to a very unhappy life. Though 
it is hard, getting into the habit of always telling the truth will lead to virtue and “fame” (i.e., 
honor or a good reputation)

2. Have you ever thought about what road you will take (what kind of life you will lead)? 
When is the best time to make this decision—when you are young or old? Explain you 
answer.
Answers will vary, of course, but the best time to take a thought for anything is before we 
begin to do it. If we wait to make such decisions in the middle or end of a project, we must 
undo the mistakes. Sometimes, too, it is too late to begin again.

3. How often do we make our choice to take the easy or hard road? One time? Twice? Or 
continually?
Although there are more fitting seasons in our life that we make the decision, we continually 
make the decision—every year, every day and every moment of our lives.

4. How do hard work and trouble (suffering) bring us good character (virtue)?
Hard work brings us so many good things. For one, it teaches us patience. Often people want 
pleasure immediately. When people cannot wait for things they want, we often say that they 
want “instant gratification.” However, those who work for everything, learn to enjoy what 
they get more and appreciate the pleasure gained by the hard work. So many people born in 
wealthy families become so used to pleasure that they no longer enjoy it. They do not fully 
appreciate their possessions, as they are too easily acquired.

• Here are two book recommendations for you:

Alice McLerran. Barbara Cooney, illustrator. Roxaboxen. HarperCollins, 1991. 
This book describes an imaginary town. 

Clay Rice. The Stick. Familius, 2014. Depicts the imagination of children. This 
book aims at inspiring children to achieve what they dream of—a potential topic 
of conversation. 




