
American History
Assignment 22

• The picture on this assignment page is of the book Great 
Gatsby, which is the book to read if you want to get a feel 
for the “Roaring Twenties.” (You are required to read it!)

• Read Abeka, Chapter 25,  “The RoaringTwenties”

• Read “The Espionage Act” and Schenck v. United States

• Read the NYT’s “End of the War” (below).

• Read “The League Means War” by William E. Borah 
(below).

The New York Times Reports on World War I

9 - 11, November, 1918

LONDON, Nov. 9, 4  :40 P.M. -- Emperor William of 
Germany has abdicated.

COPENHAGEN, Nov. 9 -- German sailors have rebelled and 
have compelled their officers to leave the warships. 

PARIS, Nov. 9 -- If the German answer is in the affirmative, an armistice will be signed at Senlis, 
headquarters of the Allied Generalissimo. 

LONDON, Nov. 9 -- All the Allied armies on the British front are advancing. 

PARIS, Nov. 9 -- French cavalry has crossed the Belgian border, north and east of Hirson. 

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN FRANCE, Nov. 9, 9 P.M. -- The message that the Kaiser has decided 
to abdicate reached the American front this afternoon. East of the Meuse Americans are advancing on 
Montmedy. We have just cleaned out Bois de Remoisville.

Special to The New York Times, By Edwin L. James

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN FRANCE, Nov. 11 -- They stopped fighting at 11 o'clock this 
morning. In a twinkling, four years of killing and massacre stopped as if God had swept His omnipotent 
finger across the scene of world carnage and had cried "Enough."

Special to The New York Times By Philip Gibbs

WITH THE BRITISH ARMIES IN FRANCE, Nov. 11 -- Last night, for the first time since August in the 
first year of the war, there was no light of gunfire in the sky no sudden stabs of flame through darkness, no 
spreading glow above black trees where for four years of nights human beings were smashed to death. The 
Fires of Hell had been put out.

Espionage Act (1917)

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0249_0047_ZO.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0249_0047_ZO.html


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled
Title I - ESPIONAGE
Section 1
That:
(a) whoever, for the purpose of obtaining information respecting the national defence with intent or 

reason to believe that the information to be obtained is to be used to the injury of the United States, or 
to the advantage of any foreign nation, goes upon, enters, flies over, or otherwise obtains information, 
concerning any vessel, aircraft, work of defence, navy yard, naval station, submarine base, coaling 
station, fort, battery, torpedo station, dockyard, canal, railroad, arsenal, camp, factory, mine, 
telegraph, telephone, wireless, or signal station, building, office, or other place connected with the 
national defence, owned or constructed, or in progress of construction by the United States or under 
the control or the United States, or of any of its officers or agents, or within the exclusive jurisdiction 
of the United States, or any place in which any vessel, aircraft, arms, munitions, or other materials or 
instruments for use in time of war are being made, prepared, repaired. or stored, under any contract 
or agreement with the United States, or with any person on behalf of the United States, or otherwise 
on behalf of the United States, or any prohibited place within the meaning of section six of this title; 
or

(b) whoever for the purpose aforesaid, and with like intent or reason to believe, copies, takes, makes, or 
obtains, or attempts, or induces or aids another to copy, take, make, or obtain, any sketch, 
photograph, photographic negative, blue print, plan, map, model, instrument, appliance, document, 
writing or note of anything connected with the national defence; or

(c) whoever, for the purpose aforesaid, receives or obtains or agrees or attempts or induces or aids 
another to receive or obtain from any other person, or from any source whatever, any document, 
writing, code book, signal book, sketch, photograph, photographic negative, blue print, plan, map, 
model, instrument, appliance, or note, of anything connected with the national defence, knowing or 
having reason to believe, at the time he receives or obtains, or agrees or attempts or induces or aids 
another to receive or obtain it, that it has been or will be obtained, taken, made or disposed of by any 
person contrary to the provisions of this title; or

(d) whoever, lawfully or unlawfully having possession of, access to, control over, or being entrusted with 
any document, writing, code book, signal book, sketch, photograph, photographic negative, blue 
print, plan, map, model, instrument, appliance, or note relating to the national defence, wilfully 
communicates or transmits or attempts to communicate or transmit the same and fails to deliver it on 
demand to the officer or employee of the United States entitled to receive it; or

(e) whoever, being entrusted with or having lawful possession or control of any document, writing, code 
book, signal book, sketch, photograph, photographic negative, blue print, plan, map, model, note, or 
information, relating to the national defence, through gross negligence permits the same to be 
removed from its proper place of custody or delivered to anyone in violation of his trust, or to be list, 
stolen, abstracted, or destroyed, shall be punished by a fine of not more than $10,000, or by 
imprisonment for not more than two years, or both.

Section 2
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Whoever, with intent or reason to believe that it is to be used to the injury or the United States or to the 
advantage of a foreign nation, communicated, delivers, or transmits, or attempts to, or aids, or induces 
another to, communicate, deliver or transmit, to any foreign government, or to any faction or party or 
military or naval force within a foreign country, whether recognized or unrecognized by the United States, 
or to any representative, officer, agent, employee, subject, or citizen thereof, either directly or indirectly 
and document, writing, code book, signal book, sketch, photograph, photographic negative, blue print, 
plan, map, model, note, instrument, appliance, or information relating to the national defence, shall be 
punished by imprisonment for not more than twenty years: Provided, That whoever shall violate the 
provisions of subsection:
(a) of this section in time of war shall be punished by death or by imprisonment for not more than thirty 

years; and
(b) whoever, in time of war, with intent that the same shall be communicated to the enemy, shall collect, 

record, publish or communicate, or attempt to elicit any information with respect to the movement, 
numbers, description, condition, or disposition of any of the armed forces, ships, aircraft, or war 
materials of the United States, or with respect to the plans or conduct, or supposed plans or conduct 
of any naval of military operations, or with respect to any works or measures undertaken for or 
connected with, or intended for the fortification of any place, or any other information relating to the 
public defence, which might be useful to the enemy, shall be punished by death or by imprisonment 
for not more than thirty years.

Section 3
Whoever, when the United States is at war, shall wilfully make or convey false reports or false statements 
with intent to interfere with the operation or success of the military or naval forces of the United States or 
to promote the success of its enemies and whoever when the United States is at war, shall wilfully cause or 
attempt to cause insubordination, disloyalty, mutiny, refusal of duty, in the military or naval forces of the 
United States, or shall wilfully obstruct the recruiting or enlistment service of the United States, to the 
injury of the service or of the United States, shall be punished by a fine of not more than $10,000 or 
imprisonment for not more than twenty years, or both.

Section 4
If two or more persons conspire to violate the provisions of section two or three of this title, and one or 
more of such persons does any act to effect the object of the conspiracy, each of the parties to such 
conspiracy shall be punished as in said sections provided in the case of the doing of the act the 
accomplishment of which is the object of such conspiracy. Except as above provided conspiracies to 
commit offences under this title shall be punished as provided by section thirty-seven of the Act to codify, 
revise, and amend the penal laws of the United States approved March fourth, nineteen hundred and nine.

Section 5
Whoever harbours or conceals any person who he knows, or has reasonable grounds to believe or suspect, 
has committed, or is about to commit, an offence under this title shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than $10,000 or by imprisonment for not more than two years, or both.



Section 6
The President in time of war or in case of national emergency may by proclamation designate any place 
other than those set forth in subsection:
of section one hereof in which anything for the use of the Army or Navy is being prepared or constructed 
or stored as a prohibited place for the purpose of this title: Provided, That he shall determine that 
information with respect thereto would be prejudicial to the national defence.

Section 7
Nothing contained in this title shall be deemed to limit the jurisdiction of the general courts-martial, 
military commissions, or naval courts-martial under sections thirteen hundred and forty-two, thirteen 
hundred and forty-three, and sixteen hundred and twenty-four of the Revised Statutes as amended.

Section 8
The provisions of this title shall extend to all Territories, possessions, and places subject to the jurisdiction 
of the United States whether or not contiguous thereto, and offences under this title, when committed 
upon the high seas or elsewhere within the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United States and 
outside the territorial limits thereof shall be punishable hereunder.

Section 9
The Act entitles "An Act to prevent the disclosure of national defence secrets," approved March third, 
nineteen hundred and eleven, is hereby repealed.
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William E. Borah Speech On The League Of Nations Nov. 19, 1919 (Excerpt)
Sir, we are told that this treaty means peace. Even so, I would not pay the price. Would you purchase 
peace at the cost of any part of our independence? We could have had peace in 1776– the price was high, 
but we could have had it. James Otis, Sam Adams, Hancock, and Warren were surrounded by those who 
urged peace and British rule. All through that long and trying struggle, particularly when the clouds of 
adversity lowered upon the cause, there was a cry of peace—let us have peace. We could have had peace in 
1860; Lincoln was counseled by men of great influence and accredited wisdom to let our brothers—and, 
thank Heaven, they are brothers— depart in peace. But the tender, loving Lincoln, bending under the 
fearful weight of impending civil war, an apostle of peace, refused to pay the price, and a reunited country 
will praise his name forevermore—bless it because he 
refused peace at the price of national honor and national 
integrity. Peace upon any other basis than national 
independence, peace purchased at the cost of any part of 
our national integrity, is fit only for slaves, and even 
when purchased at such a price it is a delusion, for it can 
not last.
 But your treaty does not mean peace—far, very 
far, from it. If we are to judge the future by the past it 
means war. Is there any guaranty of peace other than the 
guaranty which comes of the control of the war-making 
power by the people? Yet what great rule of democracy 
does the treaty leave unassailed? The people in whose 
keeping alone you can safely lodge the power of peace or 
war nowhere, at no time and in no place, have any voice 
in this scheme for world peace. Autocracy which has 
bathed the world in blood for centuries reigns supreme. 
Democracy is everywhere excluded. This, you say, means 
peace.
 Can you hope for peace when love of country is 
disregarded in your scheme, when the spirit of 
nationality is rejected, even scoffed at? Yet what law of that moving and mysterious force does your treaty 
not deny? With a ruthlessness unparalleled your treaty in a dozen instances runs counter to the divine law 
of nationality. Peoples who speak the same language, kneel at the same ancestral tombs, moved by the 
same traditions, animated by a common hope, are torn asunder, broken in pieces, divided, and parceled 
out to antagonistic nations. And this you call justice. This, you cry, means peace. Peoples who have 
dreamed of independence, struggled and been patient, sacrificed and been hopeful, peoples who were told 
that through this peace conference they should realize the aspirations of centuries, have again had their 
hopes dashed to earth. One of the most striking and commanding figures in this war, soldier and 
statesmen, turned away from the peace table at Versailles declaring to the world, "The promise of the new 
life, the victory of the great humane ideals for which the peoples have shed their blood and their treasure 
without stint, the fulfillment of their aspirations toward a new international order and a fairer and better 
world, are not written into the treaty." No, your treaty means injustice. It means slavery. It means war. 



And to all this you ask this Republic to become a party. You ask it to abandon the creed under which it 
has grown to power and accept the creed of autocracy, the creed of repression and force.
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